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Support for Community Support 

Edinburgh Road Club 

Edinburgh RC is one of the biggest cycling and tri-clubs in the UK with around 

600 members. It has members who participate in most aspects of cycling – 

road, time trial, track, MTB, sportive and audax. Approximately 25% focus on 

tri/duathlon. We have an active youth section which has Clubmark 

accreditation. The club assists any member who wishes to become a coach or 

sports official like commissaire or timekeeper. We have 24 coaches qualified 

in cycling, Triathlon and swimming. 

We promote approximately 20 competitive events each year which, despite 

our large membership, puts a considerable strain on our volunteer resources. 

As with many clubs a relatively small number of people do most of the work. 

We pay fuel expenses for volunteers and award them small prizes through a 

draw at each event. However at the end of the day many people volunteer 

because they believe sport is good for the social cohesion and want to put 

something back. 

In terms of facilities our biggest problem is access to a good safe road circuit. 

For over 10 years we have run races on the closed race circuit at the Royal 

Highland Society showground at Ingliston. This is an excellent venue because 

it can be used by youths from age 12 and is safe (Youths - under 16 - are not 

permitted under British Cycling rules to race on the open road) However 

Ingliston is getting very expensive (£600 per night?) and increasingly more 

difficult to book. 

Ideally we need an accessible dedicated closed road circuit. Fortunately 

Edinburgh Council have identified a suitable site at Craigmillar within the Jack 

Kane Centre campus. It can also accommodate a BMX race track (BMX is 

now an Olympic sport). This would offer an excellent opportunity to establish a 

community sports hub for various cycling sports (we already use the adjacent 

Craigmillar park for MTB training and racing). 

Most road racing for adults takes place on the open road under the cycle 

racing on the highway legislation. Police approval and support for such races 

varies from division to division and force to force. With the creation of a pan-

Scottish police force we would hope that cycling will be recognised as a health 

enhancing activity and that racing will be supported consistently on the 

highway. 

We would encourage adoption of a rolling road closure system as used for 

the Tour of Britain. Under this system the police are supported by trained 

civilian motor cycle marshals of the National Escort Group.These marshals 
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have powers to stop the oncoming traffic as the race passes. Road users are 

not unduly delayed and safety for the racing cyclists is much enhanced. 

The other important factor in road racing safety is the condition of the road 

surface. Many minor roads in Scotland are in a poor, if not dangerous, 

condition. The road racing circuits in Scotland are well established and should 

be seen as an important resource for the promotion of cycling as a sport as 

well as for healthy recreation.   
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